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Citizens In action

The European project Jean-Monnet, Citizens in action involves Liceo
Artistico Mannucci from Ancona, Italy as the coordinator and other 4

European partners:

Liceo Vittoria Colonna from Rome, Italy;

Kostantina Manesis high school from Irakleio, Athens, Greece;
Scoala Gimnaziala n.1 from Micesti, Romania;

Rigas State Gymnazium n.3 from Rigas, Latvia.

The project lasts 3 school years, the objective is to strengthen the sense

of

belonging to the European Community and to become active
citizens through various activities in the spirit of collaboration among

partners, they include:

Formation for students and
teachers about the history
of Europe, European
institutions and the issues
of landscape
protection and gender
equality.

Travel to Brussels to the seats of
European instututions to present the
text ‘Give citizens a voice’ get
answers and take part to the rebirth
to European citizenship ceremony.

Work on the text ‘Give citizens
a voice’, through interviews to
citizens from each country to
gather the needs of people
towards European institutions.

Activities
of dissemination of the
experience in Brussels and
the knowledge
acquired through the
organisation of events in the
territory
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We talked
for a bit, we
laughed and

waved to
each other
for the first
time.

First interaction

It was November 16, 2022, a cold
and rainy day in Riga. Probably it
was a lot warmer and sunnier
day in Italy, Romania and Greece.
We remember us sitting all
together and excitedly waiting
for the zoom call to start. We
were eager to make a good
impression but we were also
filled with joy to see new happy
and beautiful people slowly
starting to appear on the screen.
Some of them were at school and
some of them - at home. It was a
unique blend of anticipation and
curiosity from everyone. As more
faces started to appear our

10:58 AM | Students mewting C

hearts were more and more filled
with excitement. It was
interesting to see how our
cultures, our classrooms and
school systems differ from just a
5 minute video and we couldn’t
wait to find out more about each
of the participants to hopefully
form new bonds in future. We
talked for a bit, we laughed and
waved to each other for the first
time.

Currently we are thrilled to think
about the fact that we will meet
really soon and exchange ideas
and other views. This moment is
getting closer and we are even
losing patience.

CITIZENS IN ACTION
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Nicknames

“Citizens in Action” is a project that not only
educates students about Europe’s identity
and values, but also brings people together.
Participants have an opportunity to meet
other students from different countries, as
well as get more acquainted with their
classmates. One such activity that
encouraged team building was finding a
name for their group. CM Associations,
which created the project's educational path,
included this activity to promote mutual un-
derstanding and the development of
belonging and motivation. Students had
great fun brainstorming and agreeing upon
their group’s name. Here is what they came
up with.

The school in Italy - Liceo Mannucci decided
to start by brainstorming the words they
found significant and relevant to them and
writing them on the board. Seeing all the
ideas on the board, inspired them to put 2
words together leading to two options —
Europainters and Colourmunity. Through
voting, the final choice of the nickname was
“Colourmunity” which is a combination of
colour and community. Colours symbolise
creativity which is a distinctive feature of
their artistic school, as well as it must be
noted that there are so many colours in the
world and they look so beautiful together.
The other word — community — was chosen
because members of the team collaborate
and help each other.
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The other school in Italy approached the task
very seriously and had a long debate on the
role of Europe in their lives. As students of a
large European capital, they feel like active
citizens and share values and principles
belonging to European culture and tradition.
Starting from the study of the founding
fathers of the European Economic
Community and arriving at a talk about the
path that has been taken today, they
analysed the advantages of belonging to this
European world and felt grateful for the
foresight and sacrifices that were made to
create a united European Union. The debate
led to the nickname — “Colonna Europe”.

The representatives from Greece chose the
name “Manesakia”. The word is a
combination of the school’s name Manesis
(named after Panatuotis Manesis who
founded the school in 1968 and who has
always felt that we all -students and teachers
- are his children) and the suffix — akia which
is Greek suffix used to signify something
small and cute. Naturally, it was an obvious
choice for everyone involved with the school
to be called Manesakia, Manesis children.
Interestingly, the teacher’s choice -
Mane-tizens (Manesis+citizens), which also
seems to be a good choice, was not
approved by the students.
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Choosing
nicknames
was part of

a series of

team
building
activities

The name “The Passionate Oak”
was chosen by the Latvian team
from Riga State Gymnasium No.3
because each of them is very
passionate about their goals and
things they want to accomplish.
They work together as well as
individually, therefore they like
to compare each of them to a
small branch that together create
one great oak. The oak tree is a
symbol of strength, endurance,
and national identity in Latvia. It
is often associated with the
country's rich  folklore and
natural heritage. The oak tree's
symbolism reflects the Latvian
people's deep connection to their
land and their resilience
throughout history.

-
THE PASSIONATE Qak

CITIZENS IN ACTION

Last but not least, the Romanian
partner nickname — “The Little
Ones” — was chosen when they
were introduced to other schools
involved in the project and more
specifically to the age of the
students from other schools.
They are the youngest students
involved in the project and the
nickname was a natural choice,
wanting to reflect both their age
and also the pride of being capa-
ble of participating in this project
and reaching the same goals as
older students.

As it can be seen, the ways how
students chose their nicknames
are as different as the
participants themselves. At the
same time we all are proud
citizens of Europe.
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" Our Motto

i

On the 20" December 2022 students from each delegation met online to find a motto for
the project Citizens in action. The teachers reminded the main objectives of the
project and the students were encouraged to find some key words to work on.
The identified key concepts were Europe, Citizenship, young people, solidarity,
collaboration, study, awareness, unity, friendship. Then each group took some time to
reflect on them and come up with some proposals.

The possible mottos were shared, then there was a vote and the motto everyone agreed
on was :

YOUNG PEOPLE UNITED FOR EUROPE

This meeting contributed to strengthen the bond among partners and give a sense of
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Logo interview

Interview to Matilde, Laura, Justine and Elisabetta from Mannucci School

Word to the
students
who helped
to create
the Logo
for the
project

Some drafts
from the
meeting

| :Tell us about the creation of
the logo for the project Citizens
in action.

Laura: Our teacher told us that
we had to create a logo for our
Erasmus+ project Citizens in
action. At first | thought it would
be hard because | had never did
that before.

I: Were all the
involved?

partners

Matilde: Yes, we had a meeting
online with our partners from the
other countries, to decide the
main characteristics of the logo.
It was both funny and inter-
esting. Usually we talk in English
just during classes, but this was
an experience to communicate in
English for a real purpose.

CITIZENS IN ACTION

I : What was the process of
creation of the logo?

Justine: We were listening to
their ideas and drawing some
drafts at the same time. Then our
teacher showed them to the
others, so we modified our
sketches according to everyone’s
suggestions. Also the other part-
ners some drawings so we also
took inspiration from them.

| : What were the final ideas you
agreed on?

Elisabetta: We agreed that the
logo should have a round shape,
we agreed on the colours : green,
yellow and blue, and that it
should contain the letters C and
A of Citizens in action and an
image of Europe.

| : What was the reaction to your
sketches ?

Matilde Every group was
enthusiastic about what we were
creating, we were very pleased
about that. It is important to be
supporting when you work in a
team.
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| : Justine your idea for the logo was everybody’s favourite, tells us about it.

Justine : | just followed the indications we were given so, I’'ve created a round shape, the globe,
the letters C and A inside it and Europe behind, then | added the idea of a hand and a pencil
because we are creating something new about Europe, with this project we are going to draw
something more on Europe, putting ourselves into it.

I: Did you create the final result?

Laura: We asked the graphic section of our school to help us, so other students were involved in
the process of creating a digital image of what we created on paper. We agreed on the right shade
of colour of the elements of the logo, also using a lighter shade of green to highlight the countries
involved in the project. Then they gave
shape of the actual logo. They did a
good job !

I: Are you satisfied with the brand
new logo?

Elisabetta : Yes, we think this logo is
the result of cooperation so it’s perfect
for us !

This 1s the official logo for

the project Citizens in action

Young People United
for Europe

Students from Manesis
school during an event

to disseminate the

project results
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Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Citizens
in Action is not only the name of
our project but also an
opportunity of a wonderful and
creative journey for students and
individual teachers. Through this video we
groups but managed to present our schools
also identity but mostly to present an
overview of the whole project.

We are
unique as

together as a
whole group

for Europe This 4 minute video opens with
the logo and motto that the
conglomeration of the 5 schools
created after working together
via online meetings. Then, it
presents the school/partners that
take part in the project. We
introduced ourselves to Europe
by showing on video the
moments of our school life. Our
contact with languages, Arts and
Sciences, and its connection to
the values of the citizens of the
European  Union. Also, a
presentation of all our school
premises along with the local ar-
ea is being depicted.

All partners chose a nickname for
their student group. Colourmuni-
ty, Manesakia, The Little Ones,

CITIZENS IN ACTION

Making the video

Passionate Oak, Vittoria Colonna
for Europe give an idea about our
identity and characteristics as
individual groups. The end of the
video concerns the main topics
that constitute the core of our
project.

Gender  equality, landscape
protection, immigration and
economic policies. It is also
mentioned that during the three
years of our project, we will
create a text entitled « Give
Citizens a Voice » and we are
going to visit Brussels to have our
European citizenship ceremony.

Thanks to the Liceo Manucci
students, who put the final video
together, we managed to show
that we are unique as individual
groups but also together as a
whole group for Europe. To them
we also owe the choice of music
and the vivid colours and layout
of the slides they created.

And at the end of it all? This is a
video about the sense of
belonging. That we can achieve a
lot together! We make friends,
we are active and lead a happy
life as European Citizens.
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Gender equality

Society needs the ability, will, and capacity
to recognize anti-social attitudes and
behaviors, therefore the educational system
must take steps to promote active
citizenship as a general concept.

The project 'Citizens in Action' — ERASMUS-
JMO-2021-OFET-NET-101048265 — aims to
create educational tools that are attractive
to students, even at a young age and easy to
use by the teachers or by youth workers in
general.

3 training courses were created in this
project, implemented by 5 schools from 4 EU
countries (ltaly, Latvia, Romania and
Greece):

-Course on gender equality
-Course on European landscape

-Course on
Institutions

Europe and

European

Students from Micesti school

working on the project

Project partners had flexibility to organize
the lessons according to their specific
resources and students' availability. The
course materials and the activities run in the
schools regarding gender equality were
meant to deconstruct stereotypes, to raise
awareness regarding VAW (violence against
women/girls) and GBV(gender based
violence).

Combining theoretical information with
worksheets based on artworks, video lessons
recorded by Italian University teachers,
selections made by the teachers from each
partner school and their own created class
materials, the lessons proved to be
Interactive and cross — curricular and
received positive feed-back both from the
students and from the parents.

In conclusion, an active citizenship attitude is
a necessary condition to achieve growth and
social cohesion and young students have to
be exposed to positive attitudes and correct
values.
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Landscape protection

Landscape as a European identity is a course created by university
professor Antonello Alici in cooperation with CM association for high and
middle school students. The course focuses on the value of different type
of landscapes and the need to protect them from a European perspective.

Landscape
is a key
element of

Each project partner, implemented local lessons based on the guidance
received. These activities took place both during regular classes and
T outside the school schedule. The Romanian partner, decided to even run
1nd1v1dqal them during the summer holiday as a summer school. It was a good way
and social to keep the target group students engaged and to prevent their
Well-being educational disconnection, which is a “problem” that many teachers
report as caused by the 10 weeks summer holiday.

Here is an example of activity run by the Romanian teachers, also on the
Landscape topic, with their students, which are the youngest in the
project:

Project: 101048265 — Citizens in Action — ERASMUS-IMO-2021-0FET-NET
lean Monnet in other fields of Education and Training: Networks

PROJECT
“LOCAL CULTURAL HERITAGE"

Find a place, a building or a location in your community that you would like to be
pratected by the local authorities;

Take a photo or make a drawing of it;
Write at least 4 arguments to convince the public and the authorities;

Create a poster for a school campaign using the photo/drawing and your
arguments.

Next time, you will make a presentation in front of your classmates.

CITIZENS IN ACTION
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European citizenship

The lessons on European Citizenship were
implemented by Professor Francesco Liguori,
who works at the University of La Sapienza,
in Rome. CM Association provided a series of
Labs on Europe to put into practice the
notions acquired, thus learning by doing and
having fun.

The course aims at making clear what being
an active citizen involves while deepening
the knowledge about the history of Europe,
the biographies of its founding fathers, the

European institutions and the various
programs for students founded by EU, such
as Erasmus+.

The lessons also give an insight in the rights
and duties of a European citizen, in the
content of the Agenda 2030 and in the EU
policy of integration. The course includes a
master class by Professor Cannizzaro, full
professor of European law at la Sapienza
University of Rome. The full courses can be
found in the project’s website and YouTube
channel (see page 14).

‘Being active European citizens: the

ultimate goal for an ever closer Union’

A slide of the lessons on

European Citizenship
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Do you feel
European?

CITIZENS IN

Dr. Spinaci
meets Mannucci students

On December 21%, an interesting meeting took place discussing the reasons
why every citizen should be proud to feel European.

This sentiment was shared by several important figures working at the
European Institutions in Brussels, from Dr. Stefano Spinaci to the young Dr.
Sara Pettinelli, to those serving to promote European ideals such as the
representatives of the European Federalist Movement in Ancona, to
Professor Monica De Angelis of Administrative Law at the High European
Studies Center of Univpm.

A significant moment was the presentation of the map of the European
Union by Maria Antonia Sciarrillo. The discussion was not limited to
European elections, but it was also an opportunity to spread the actions
taken with the Erasmus+ Jean Monnet project "Citizens in Action", which
will take the students of the Mannucci Art Institute of Jesi to Brussels, in
contact with the Institutions and their representatives.

Listening with interest to the guests were the third and fifth-year classes of
the Mannucci High School: the former because they are involved in the
Jean Monnet Project, the latter as they will soon become active voters in
the upcoming European elections from June 6th to 9th.

The students showed particular interest in the travel and work
opportunities in Europe detailed by Dr. Sara Pettinelli, originally from Jesi
and currently working at the European Parliament.

Among the students of the school was also Anthares Grottaroli who, thanks
to the call from the Federalist Movement, was able to participate in the
Ventotene conference last September with other young people from all
over Europe.

Jean Monnet
Citizens
in Action

A photo of the event held in Mannucci school




NEWSLETTER N.I PAGE 13

In October 2023 all partners organized a final
event to conclude and disseminate the
activities of the first year.

Each school chose the modality of their
meeting, but there were common elements.
The meetings involved parents, other
students and teachers. The activities of team
-building were presented along with the
courses on European policies about
landscape and gender and European
citizenship.

Some of the students shared their
experience telling about their involvement in
the project. The events were also an
occasion to talk about the journey to the
European Institutions in Brussels, that will
take place in April 2024.

Pictures from Manesis
school (above),
Riga school (left) and
Mannucci school
(down)

Colourmunity video
https://youtu.be/rW-V-gx6238
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Let’s keep in touch

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT

https://sites.google.com/
Do you like - liceoartisticomannucci.edu.it/citizens-in-
our project ?
Follow
Citizens in
action on
social media

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL

https://www.youtube.com/@CITIZENSINACTIONEU/
featured

FOLLOW OUR INSTAGRAM PAGE

https://www.instagram.com/
citizens.in.action23?igsh=d3dsejZ6bzBjcjkx

CITIZENS IN ACTION
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Coordinators and teachers of the project who contributed to writing the
articles:

Prof. Greta Guardati, Liceo Artistico E. Mannucci, Ancona, Italy

Prof. Svetlana Bounegru, Liceo Vittoria Colonna, Roma, Italy

Prof. Loredana Sima, Scoala Gimnaziala Nr.1 Micesti, Romania

Prof. Luminita Caciula, Scoala Gimnaziala Nr.1 Micesti, Romania

Prof. Smaradga Drizou, Kostantina Manesis High School Irakleio, Athens, Greece
Prof. Dita Lapina, Rigas state Gymnasium n.3 Riga, Latvia

Prof. Caterina del Colle, CM Association, Italy

Editor:

Prof. Greta Guardati, Liceo Artistico E. Mannucci, Ancona, Italy

CITIZENS IN ACTION



